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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 October 2005 . 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The listing of references in the specification is not a proper information disclosure 
statement, 37 CFR 1 .98(b) requires a list of all patents, publications, or other information 
submitted for consideration by the Office, and MPEP § 609.04(a) states, "the list may not be 
incorporated into the specification but must be submitted in a separate paper." Therefore, unless 
the references have been cited by the examiner on form PTO-892, they have not been 
considered. 

Examiner notes that Applicant states on the IDS that DE 10035718A is provide with a 
translation. It is noted that the translation provided by Applicant is not in English. 

Drawings 

2. The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing to facilitate 
understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a drawing under 37 

CFR 1.81(c). No new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after-the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

There are currently no drawings provided for the current Application. Examiner notes 
that Applicant's priority document to the 371 of PCT/EP03/08671 of 8/06/2003 contains Figures 
1 and 2 that appear to correlate to Applicant's current invention and these drawings are used for 
this examination. It is noted that the priority document to the 371 does not include a Figure 2. 

Applicant is required to provide copies of Figures 1 and 2 as disclosed in Applicant's 
disclosure in accordance with requirements of 37 CFR 1.81(c). 
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Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The disclosure is 
replete with grammatical errors making it difficult to determine Applicant's invention. 

For example, Page 1, 1 st paragraph, lines 5-6; it is not clear what is meant by the phrase 
". . .either being provided with a chuck and with a back center integrated into the chuck". It is 
not clear what is being claimed by the chucks 6 and 7 in addition to the equalizing clamping jaws 
24 (see page 10, last paragraph, page 3, lines 12-14). Page 6, paragraph 3 discuses "equalizing 
chucks". It is not clear from the disclosure the differences in the claimed terminology. 

See also Page 5, paragraph 4 that addresses speed in minutes only. It is not clear if this is 
revolutions per minute, feet per minute, meters per minute or another speed. 

See also page 9, paragraph 4, line 7 which states "8 and9 simultaneously". This should be 
"8 and 9 simultaneously". 

The above is not all-inclusive. Applicant should review the disclosure to ensure correct 
grammatical disclosure of Applicant's invention. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

A statement that states the changes contain no new matter must accompany all changes 

filed. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: The phrase "fixed or 
ovable" should be changed to "fixed or movable". Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 1, line 6, recites the limitation "the chucks". There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 3, it is not clear from the disclosure how the at least one back center is "fixed or 
movable" in a direction. 

Claim 4, it is not clear from the disclosure what is being claimed by the term "5min _1 and 
1500mm 1 ". It is not clear if this is revolutions per minute, feet per minute, meters per minute or 
another speed. 

Claim 5, it is not clear from the disclosure what is being claimed by the chucks being 
"designed so as to be equalizing". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by WO 200153024 
(Kumano). 

Examiner notes that WO 200153024 is not in the English language, therefore all 
references to the patent of Kumano will be made to the US English equivalent document US Pat. 
No. 6,640,678 (Kumano). 

Kumano teaches two spindles 2 and 4 with chucks 5 and 6, chuck 6 with claws for 
holding the workpiece (see figure 1) and fixable and movable in the Z direction (see col. 3, lines 
9-22, figure 2) on spindle guide 9 for moving spindle 4, four tool turrets 8a-8d (both turning and 
milling) in two sets mounted on a tool slide movable and positional individually in the X and Z 
directions (see col. 1, lines 24-30, col. 2, lines 26-46, col. 4, lines 28-39, figure 1, for example). 

Kumano teaches it is well known for the workpiece spindles to rotate for both high-speed 
rotation and low speed rotation (see col. 3, lines 9-15) 

Examiner notes that whereas Kumano teaches the function terminology of claim 1 (i.e. 
capable and can be), it is further noted that while features of an apparatus may be recited either 
structurally or functionally, claims directed to an apparatus must be distinguished from the prior 
art in terms of structure rather than function, because apparatus claims cover what a device is, 
not what a device does (Hewlett-Packard Co. v. Bausch & Lomb Inc., 909 F.2d 1464, 1469, 15 
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USPQ2d 1525, 1528 (Fed. Cir. 1990)). Thus, if a prior art structure is capable of performing the 
intended use as recited in the preamble, or elsewhere in a claim, then it meets the claim. 

Examiner notes that the claims are not clear and therefore is providing an additional 
rejection of claims 3-5 under 35 USC 103(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kumano in 
view of US Pat. No. 6,684,500 (Kohlhase et al.). 

Kumano teaches all aspects of claim 1 as discussed above. 

Kumano does not expressly disclose the speed or specifics of the chucks. 

Kohlhase teaches it is well known in the art to machine using both milling and turning 
tools at both low and high speeds, particularly cutting speeds from 10 rpm (see col. 2, lines 12- 
17) to 130 m/min to over 500 m/min (see col. 2, lines 51-58) and 1000 rpm for spindles of 
crankshafts (see col. 3, lines 1-9). 

Kohlhase teaches it is well known in the art to have chucks for use in crankshafts that 
includes an end journal 22 and end flange 21 with jaws 7 preferably floating or centeringly 
engaging the periphery of the end flange 21 or end journal 22 without clamping action between 
the center points 8 (see col. 7, lines 48-54). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the machine as taught by Kumano to run at whatever speed was 
desired or expedient depending on the machining being performed as taught by Kohlhase and to 
use a specific chuck arrangement as taught by Kohlhase depending on the workpiece being 
machine for the purpose of machining a crankshaft where setting and idle times are minimized 
and transportation to another machine is avoided and both large batch sizes and small numbers of 
items are economically machined (see Kohlhase, abstract). 

Conclusion 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dana Ross whose telephone number is 571-272-4480. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Monica Carter can be reached on 571-272-4475. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dana Ross/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3722 



